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Vice President 

 
 

Best view….. 

 

Summer is definitely a time for beach and relaxation.  I hope that everyone has either taken a 

vacation or has plans to take a vacation.  It seems that there is no more “down time” when it  

comes to elections, so we have to make time…. 

 

July brings changes to TAEA.  We have members who have shown interest in running for  

TAEA secretary, so thank you!  We will have a ballot available and will open the floor for 

nominations during our Summer Business Luncheon set for Tuesday, July 30, 2019.  Our  

great President, Chris Davis, will step down after an unbelievable year and one-half term.  His 

leadership and guidance will be difficult to match.  Our Welcome Reception at the Glass Oaks 

Ballroom is set for the evening on that same Tuesday, July 30th and will be from 5 pm to 7 pm.  

This will be a fun time to catch up and see what everyone has been doing!  You can wind  

down and listen to some music, eat some delicious hors d'oeuvres and enjoy some refreshments.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

Information on our upcoming 2020 TAEA Conference will be presented by our host, Trudy 

Hancock, EA from Brazos County.  She has already done so much to make this a conference  

to remember! I am already working on a draft agenda, so please continue to send me any 

suggestions you may have. 

 

Contact any board member with questions and/or suggestions.  We welcome your ideas and  

your feedback. 

 

Happy Summer! 

 
                                                                            - Yvonne Ramon 
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Treasurer 

 

 

 
 

Summer is definitely here! Man is it HOT and HUMID thanks in part to Hurricane Barry! Let’s 

not forget to pray for our neighbors to the south who were truly affected. Our great state came  

out virtually unscathed compared to them.  

 

It's almost time for the seminar in Austin and I can't wait to see everyone. There’s lots of things 

have been going on behind the scenes to get everything ready for our lunch meeting on Tuesday  

and our social that night. Your VP, Yvonne, has been working diligently to assure that everyone 

has a great time. Thanks to those who have made suggestions on changes we can make to make 

things a lot more fun. I am excited to announce that we will have a dance floor for those like to 

“cut a rug”. Your admission to this event is included in your annual dues. Guests are allowed  

at the rate of $20/pp, which includes two drink tickets. 

 

Do you know someone who would make a great Secretary for TAEA? If so, please submit your 

nominations to one of the board members. We are accepting nominations until Monday, July 22nd.  

 

Here is what you all have been waiting for……2020 Mid-Winter Conference information, 

including hotel reservation information, will be shared at our meeting in Austin. You don’t 

want to miss this meeting!  

 

I hope to see everyone at the Secretary of State’s Law Conference. With so many legislative 

changes upon us, we always need to learn and be informed! And if we are lucky, we might find  

out who our next SOS is! 

 

Oh, for those of you who don’t know, I’m now a married woman! Tom and I were married in 

San Antonio a week ago. We were blessed to be able to spend the 4th of July surrounded by our 

family and close friends!  

 
See you all soon! 

                                                                      - Michele Bennett 
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Hoping everyone has been able to take some much needed time off to spend with family and 

 friends.  The summer has been busy here is BCS.  Planning for the 2020 conference is coming 

along.  We will be holding REO Graduation, the Welcome Reception and a tour on Wednesday 

evening at the George Bush Library.  Transportation will be provided from The George and  

Calvary Courts to and from the library.  Hotel booking information will be given at the TAEA 

luncheon at the SOS seminar in Austin.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the conference. 

                                                                          – Trudy Hancock 
 

Secretary 

 

The great city of Austin awaits the great members of the TAEA. A quick glance at the agenda 

means we are going to be doing things a little bit differently. Looking forward to the fun filled  

day of table top exercises on security. Having done them in my previous existence as part of the 

county emergency management team we are in for a good time. Please note sarcasm doesn’t 

translate well in text. But seriously, it will a learning experience if you have not done one before. 

They are designed to get you thinking, and that they do. But don’t worry if you walk away  

thinking “I have a lot to do!” The whole point is to take you out of a world where everything  

goes to plan. The more uncomfortable you feel, the better. That is what growing feels like. I  

don’t know what they have in store, but I am sure it will be worth it. 

 

Working on the minutes for the mid-winter.  Hope to have them ready to distribute before the 

luncheon so that you can review them. I will do my best to capture the essence of each discussion 

and highlight the discussion points that appeared to be actionable for future meetings.  As an 

aside, what a great meeting it was. The discussions and exchanges proved to be very 

informative and I can’t wait for College Station, where I am sure they will be just as lively.  

 

Enjoy the respite between elections. While the November elections are closest, the 2020  

Primaries and Presidential Election loom on the horizon like a storm. Let’s be like Noah 

from the bible, as he stood on the deck of his Ark, the rain drops starting to fall and  

said, “I planned, I worked hard, because I knew it was gonna get bad. Not this bad, but bad.”  

 

                                                                                                     - Remi Garza      

             

In Case you   
Missed this email 

As you know, we will be posting our presentations for the upcoming 
37th Annual Election Law Seminar for County Election Officials on our new seminar website.  
We will have all presentations uploaded on or before Friday, July 19th.   You will have access to  
viewing, downloading and/or printing the presentations.  Feel free to bring copies of the 
presentation material with you to seminar.  
 
To access the presentations online, please login using the instructions listed below: 
 

1. Click the link provided on the Seminar Materials webpage and sign in.  
2. Enter User ID:  2019_CEO 
3. Your password will be sent in a separate email.  
4. Click the “Sign On” button. 

 
Should you need assistance, please contact us at 1.800.252.8683 or send an email to Special Projects.  
 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.tx.us%2Felections%2Flaws%2Fseminars%2F37th-ceo.shtml&data=02%7C01%7CAPerales%40sos.texas.gov%7Ccc162588788f4cd29cc608d7063a7d31%7C760188c0f63443a096dfec1b8eca6719%7C0%7C0%7C636984720587938527&sdata=1NthjVEm%2Fyhi4iYhA0GX%2B8JyxmGmk%2FJEz%2BIUenDVuQA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.tx.us%2Felections%2Flaws%2Fseminars%2F37th-ceo.shtml&data=02%7C01%7CAPerales%40sos.texas.gov%7Ccc162588788f4cd29cc608d7063a7d31%7C760188c0f63443a096dfec1b8eca6719%7C0%7C0%7C636984720587938527&sdata=1NthjVEm%2Fyhi4iYhA0GX%2B8JyxmGmk%2FJEz%2BIUenDVuQA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.tx.us%2Felections%2Flaws%2Fseminars%2Fseminar-materials.shtml&data=02%7C01%7CAPerales%40sos.texas.gov%7Ccc162588788f4cd29cc608d7063a7d31%7C760188c0f63443a096dfec1b8eca6719%7C0%7C0%7C636984720587948523&sdata=O2aCEKGLXXGxcVHXNrUNb3Ilr6df1N0%2B9fMaK%2BP%2FVNI%3D&reserved=0
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Education Chair 

 

            
Occasionally, you find a politician who “gets it”.   This morning when I read the State News on 

Election Line, it was refreshing to see an interview with the West Virginia Secretary of State in 

which he is quoted as saying “Stop bad mouthing the election process. Our elections are secure.”  

He also said, “They (the Russians) are not attacking our machines, they are attacking our minds 

and spirits by getting us not to trust each other, not trust elections, not trust elected officials or 

police.”   

 

Of course, this was the very last story on Election Line. The lead stories were primarily an expose 

about how our electoral systems are vulnerable to hacking because they run on legacy operating 

systems such as Windows 7 instead of Windows 10.  The story includes quotes from outraged 

advocates, but nothing from an election official who would probably say, “what difference does 

it make if neither system is ever connected to the internet.”    Another lead story was about 

ownership of the larger Election Vendors.  Again, the AP leads readers to believe that there is 

something nefarious about equity funds having majority ownership interest in vendors such as 

ES&S or Hart. Following the 2000 Presidential election Congress passed HAVA, which was a 

knee jerk reaction to a small problem.  Because it mandated that essentially every jurisdiction 

upgrade their voting systems in a very short time, it transformed the election industry.  In order 

to tool up to produce new voting equipment, election companies turned to venture capital for the 

necessary financial resources.  It also created the EAC and voting system guidelines which, 

although generally good, make it much more difficult for equipment vendors to make  

enhancements to systems, or even upgrade operating systems. 

 

Sixteen years later, Russians engaged in a Social Engineering campaign to sow dissent and cast 

doubt on the validity of our election processes.  Our response?  Instead of demanding that we 

deal with the perpetrators, the media claims the sky is falling and that the only way to secure our 

democracy is to abandon the voting systems, they insisted we buy, but which have also proven 

themselves to be secure and accurate over a long period of time.  In the words of Yogi Berra 

“Its Déjà vu all over again”. 

                                                                                         - John Oldham 
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Job Openings 
 

Secretary of State – Program Specialist V  

Tarrant County – Early Voting Specialist 

Just a SPECIAL NOTICE for the recipients of the newsletter. The association newsletter is intended for members and associates of Texas Association of Election 
Administrators. Those individuals who are not members or associates of the association may be removed at any time 

https://wit.twc.state.tx.us/WORKINTEXAS/wtx?u=1562071669369&pageid=EM_JP_JOB_DETAILS&id=5448541
https://wit.twc.state.tx.us/WORKINTEXAS/wtx?u=1562071669369&pageid=EM_JP_JOB_DETAILS&id=5448541
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/tarrant/jobs/2499766/early-voting-specialist-elections
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/tarrant/jobs/2499766/early-voting-specialist-elections

